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Rapid Syphilis Tests and Immediate Syphilis Treatment in Pregnant Women at Primary Healthcare Facilities
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The use of rapid syphilis tests for immediate screening and treatment at the first antenatal visit in primary healthcare facilities
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WHO GUIDELINE ON
Syphilis screening and
treatment for pregnant women

Box 1. WHO Recommendation and
(BED implementation guidance

All pregnant women should be tested for HIV, syphilis
and hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg)* at least once
and as early as possible, ideally at the first antenatal care
visit (syphilis: strong recommendation, moderate-quality
evidence; HBsAg™: strong recommendation, low-quality
evidence).

Dual HIV/syphilis rapid diagnostic tests (RDTs) can be
considered as the first test in HIV testing strategies and
algorithms in ANC settings.

Laboratory Diagnosis for Syphilis

*Particularly in settings with a 22% HBsAg seroprevalence in the general population.
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